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Mining as backbone of civilization

With all due respect to the stand taken by some staff and students of the Central Philippine University against mining as expressed in a news article by Psyche Mae Perez  "with reports of Romela Arieta- Sanggalan" entitled "CPU joins anti-mining campaign" and published in the Daily Informer dated June 29, 1999, please allow the Mines and Geosciences Bureau Region 6, DENR to share facts about mining being the primary agency mandated to promote and oversee the exploration, development, utilization of the State's mineral resources.

For one, we cannot underrate the benefits, not just the benefits but the very purpose, the rationale for mining's being.  It is a known fact that aside from agricultural and forest products, all the things that are part of our modern daily lives, are made up of minerals, thus, are sourced from mining.  To emphasize our point, as we wake up everyday and we start using products made of minerals - from cooking utensils to toothpaste to spoons and forks.  As we go on with our daily routines, we commute not on horse-ridden calesas or man-pulled rickshaw but on cars, jeepneys and buses, essential parts of which are mostly made up of minerals.   For those with severe eyesight defects, they will most likely grope in the dark like a blind person without a pair of eyeglass, also made up of minerals. 

We go to schools and the offices inside air-conditioned buildings are so much comforting for workers. We approve the advancement of technology on communications, even fascinated by the latest hardware and software knowing that we can hardly keep up with the demands of our jobs without using computers.  Some do ogle at the images in the Internet and e-mail daily to relatives and friends on the other side of the global village.   

While some are opposing mining, the public in general loves to ride in cars on concrete and asphalt-laden roads; we cross concrete and steel bridges. The National Government is also most wanting for economic development through industrialization and infrastructures such as farm-to-market roads and post harvest facilities that could only be realized with mineral use.

If we are going to stop and completely cease from mining, where are we going to get these mineral resources that created the things and objects that we are so used to?  Are we going to import minerals when right where we stand, the ground might be teeming with the resources we need for our civilization to advance and survive?  We have endeavored very hard to ease up the depreciating value of our peso against the dollar, not knowing that mineral trading has contributed a lot to our foreign exchange. 

While mining is basically a resource- extractive industry, advance technology to increase productivity in mining and mineral processing and strict adherence to best environmental practices will make mining compatible with the environment.  Best examples include the rehabilitation and restoration of mine-affected areas through reforestation and revegetation not only of areas covered by the operations but the neighboring areas as well.  Records show that as of 1989, the nationwide efforts of mining companies disclosed a total of 6 million trees planted over a total land area of 3,000 hectares.  The government is also giving priority attention to further enhance technical support for the development of standards and regulations addressing worker safety and health in mining operations.

Lastly, God has purposely created the mineral resources among the other natural resources for the use of mankind.  However, its use shall be sustainable to meet the demands of both the present and future generations.  The Philippine Mining Act of 1995 or RA 7942 provides specific provisions to have a mining industry that is pro-people and pro-environment in sustaining wealth creation and improved quality of life. (MGB-6)
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