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Making a difference in the lives of host communities through the SDMP
Responsible mining ensures that the economic and social benefits derived from mining will make a difference in the lives of host communities.

One of the mechanisms to achieve this is through the Social Development and Management Program (SDMP) as required by the Mining Act of 1996.  
The law provides that mining permit holders/lessees should allot at least 1% of the total annual mining and milling costs that will be used in the development of the host and neighboring communities through the SDMP.  

In Western Visayas, Philex Gold Philippines, Inc. (PGPI), a gold mine in Sipalay City, Negros Occidental that started operations in 1996 has built a school and to this day maintains 2 Day Care Centers.  The schools benefit school children not only within the PGPI mining contract area but the neighboring communities as well.  Helping the educational needs of children within the mining community is only one of the projects implemented by PGPI as part of their SDMP.  The company also assisted in some infrastructure and livelihood projects such as road maintenance and animal dispersal.  
But the SDMP need not only benefit the host communities of large scale mining operations.  The Mines and Geosciences, DENR Region 6 has piloted the implementation of the SDMP as a requirement for permit holders under the category of Quarry, Sand and Gravel (SAG), Small-Scale Mining (SSM) and Mineral Processing Plant Operations (MPP).

MGB-6 envisioned that the SDMP Funds of each mining or quarry project can be combined in one Social Development and Management Program to produce more significant impacts to the host communities.  

The SDMPs of quarry projects if implemented on a per project basis may not be felt but if SDMP funds of a group of quarry projects are pooled together, the group can come up with more visible projects thus create more benefits for the host and neighboring communities.
The permit holder can opt to join the collective implementation, of the SDMP through joining the Quarry Association and lodge the required SDMP amount to the account of the Quarry Association. The association will then prepare the SDMP document in behalf of the group and various projects will be implemented with the pooled SDMP fund.

To date, the collective implementation of SDMP is being adopted by the Iloilo Quarry Permittees Association, Inc. (IQPAI) with at least 80 active members.   The association focused on projects and activities related to education.  They helped schools in the province through distribution of equipment such as karaokes, textbooks and bookshelves and chair. 
SDMP projects generally involve assistance to improve health and sanitation, education, livelihood and employment capacities in the community.
Other SDMP projects in Region 6 include lot donations for school expansion, road maintenance, improvement of drainage, provision of sports equipment to barangays, feeding programs, medical assistance, and improvement of school, church, barangay hall and basketball court.   

In Negros Occidental, the unified implementation of the SDMP is also being replicated by the quarry association in the province.

The road towards achieving the vision of a responsible mining industry is still long and narrow but is quietly becoming more accessible as permit holders are becoming more aware of their roles and are taking a more proactive part in making a difference in the lives of mining communities.  (L.A., MGB-6, DENR)
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