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Region 6 organizes regional minerals development council

Iloilo City  — Western Visayas convened member agencies of the Regional Minerals Development Council in Region 6 on February 22, 2008, said Department of Environment and Natural Resources Region 6 Regional Executive Director Lormelyn E. Claudio.

Eight government agencies namely Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) Office of the Civil Defense (OCD) of the Department of National Defense (DND), Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG), Department of Agriculture (DA), National Commission on Indigenous People (NCIP), Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) and Philippine Information Agency (PIA) attended the said organizational meeting held in the DENR-6 Conference Room.  
Executive Order No. 469 was issued by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo on October 11, 2005 for the creation of the Minerals Development Council (MDC).  Chaired by the DENR Secretary, the MDC aims to provide a coordinating mechanism to harmonize existing policies, facilitate investments, provide oversight to the Mineral Action Plan implementation, and address issues and concerns of the mining industry.  

The member agencies as provided in Executive Order No. 469 are the Department of Environment and Natural Resources as chairman; Presidential Adviser for Multilateral Development and Vice Chairman; the Department of Interior and Local Government; Department of Finance; NEDA; Department of Trade and Industry; Department of Agrarian Reform; Department of Agriculture; Department of National Defense; Department of Labor and Employment; Presidential Management Staff; National Commission on Indigenous Peoples; National Anti-Poverty Commission; Philippine Information Agency and the Chamber of Mines of the Philippines, as members.

The MDC membership broadened to include the League of Municipalities of the Philippines, League of Provinces of the Philippines, League of Cities of the Philippines and Liga ng mga Barangay sa Pilipinas through E.O. 469-A issued  on December 28, 2007.
On July 24, 2007, the Minerals Development Council issued Resolution No. 3, series of 2007 calling for the Creation of Regional Minerals Development Councils.  
The Regional Mineral Development Council is chaired by the DENR Regional Executive Director of the region, with representatives from the regional offices of the MDC member agencies as the initial members, and the Mines and Geosciences Bureau as Secretariat.

DENR chief Lito Atienza said the RMDCs will not only oversee the proper and sustainable development of our mineral resources but will also help in the promotion of mining advocacy and investment in the regions. 

In Region 6, the initial RMDC meeting succeeded in gaining enthusiasm from the member agencies as initial discussions focused on what each member agency can do to help in promoting the minerals industry, harmonizing inter-agency policies and operations and in coming up with a Communications Plan to address the needs of the public to understand and appreciate the industry.
The body  agreed to meet regularly every last Thursday of every month starting this March to further iron out organizational matters and to come up with initial plans of action, said Director Claudio.  (LAA, MGB-6, DENR)
